WHATCOM COUNTY WATER DISTRICT NO. 13
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING MARCH 24, 2026

CALLTO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Commissioners of Whatcom County Water District 13 via Zoom and in-person at the East
Whatcom Regional Resource Center. Commissioners Anthony Au, Rebecca Cayen, Richard Whitson, and Robert
Vandenhaak were present in person. Commissioner Daniel Vetkov arrived at 6:40 pm. District employees Cheryl
Klessig, Hannah Palm and Eli Gunn-Hirsch were present in person. Gray & Osborne Engineer Roger Kuykendall
was present via Zoom. | member of the public was present in person, and 2 members of the public were present via
Zoom. The meeting was called to order at 6:32 pm by President Robert Vandenhaak.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting February 24, 2026 ‘

AA/RW a motion was made and seconded to approve the regular meeting minutes from February 24, 2026, Motion
carried 4-0.

ENGINEERING BUSINESS

Sewer Rate Study Presentation-Sam Rodriguez from Rural Communities Assistance Corporation (RCAC)

The sewer rate study was completed by Sam Rodgriguez from RCAC as part of the Engineering Report/General
Sewer Plan and was funded by the Department of Ecology (DOE). The purpose of the sewer rate study is to provide
the true cost of providing wastewater services through analyzing the past 3 years of financial data and projecting
forward 5 years into the future. The study also looks at Asset Inventory/Management for future needs to set aside
reserves to replace aging infrastructure and growth projections. Based on adding 21 Equivalent Residential Units
(ERUs) per year, financing a new Wastewater Treatment Plant, operations & maintenance and contributing to
reserves, the sewer rate will need to be approximately $265/billing cycie in 2031. Sam will update the sewer rate
study based on questions from the commissioners and share the updated report with the office.

Balfour Village Phases 3 & 4

Jaime White from Balfour Village said the County Health Department will not accept the will-serve letter the
District provided in January and requires a Developer Extension Agreement (DEA) in order to provide preliminary
plat approval. Balfour has already completed civil engineering and traftic studies. The DEA would be the last item
needed for approval. More discussion at the April regular meeting.

SCPPL Funding Update
No updates.

Engineer’s Report /GSP

Roger & Jay are still waiting for the response from DOE to the Draft Engineering Report & General Sewer Plan
submitted on January 29, 2026. Jay reached out to the permit manager on March 11, 2026, for an update on when
comments would be received, but no response has been received yet.

Critical Improvements Update

The Operators reported that both effluent pumps failed last weekend and overflowed the contact chamber. DOE was
informed and a report filed with the District’s permit manager. Whitney Equipment came out and re-installed the
software in case that was the issue. The guide rails were not properly installed on new effluent pumps, and one
pump has no guide rails. Summit Construction will order new guide rails and will instali them when the parts
arrive. Both issues are Summit Construction’s responsibility to pay for and fix.

Lagoon A Issues

BAI Environment is still waiting to hear back from waste disposal firms before they can give the Operators a bid on
grit removal.
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Small Water System Plan-Leak Detection
The Operators received a bid for $2,700 for leak detection from Hydrevo. Further discussion at next month’s
meeting.

Multi-Family Housing/Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU)-Changes to the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan
There is a duplex on Balfour Valley Drive that only has one meter. Further discussion at next month’s meeting.

Reservoir Communication System
Eli got a quote from Correct Equipment for a reservoir communication system for $5,960.40 and Correct

Equipment confirmed that the price is confirmed and that they offer a 100% money back guarantee. The
communication system uses cellular service with Mission System software. Last week Friday, a power outage blew
out a fuse, and the reservoirs were very low on Monday morning. The Mission system would alert the Operators if
there were issues with the wells or the reservoirs.

AA/RC a motion was made and seconded to approve the purchase of a reservoir/fwell communication system
from Correct Equipment in the amount of $5,960.40. Motion carried 5-0.

RC/AA a motion was made and seconded to approve contacting the District’s attorney about getting the District’s
money back from Ritron for the reservoir/well communication system that doesn’t function correctly. Motion
carried 5-0.

Influent Flow Meter

Hannah got a quote from Lesman for calibration of the influent flow meter for $2,293.94. A new influent flow
meter would cost $5,367.00 and approximately $3,000.00 for the electrical work to install. Hannah would like more
time to troubleshoot the flow meter issue.

WaterSMART Funding Opportunity

This funding opportunity has re-opened again with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The grant provides
up to $125,000 for projects up to $250,000 with applications due on June 2, 2026. This would be a good funding
opportunity for switching the water meters to radio frequency technology; however, this project is not outlined in
the 2020 Small Water System Plan. Roger could amend the Small Water System Plan but that would require
approval from the Department of Health and Whatcom County Council. Further discussion at next month’s
meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

WASWD Monthly update
Cheryl provided the Commissioners with a State Legislative update from WASWD.

Red Mountain
No updates. No representative attended the meeting on behalf of Red Mountain Estates.

Balfour Village

Jaime White from Balfour Village attended the meeting. She said that Whatcom County Health Department will not
accept the will serve letter provided by the District in January 2026. The Health Department wants a Developer
Extension Agreement. Further discussion at April’s meeting.

Water Valve Repairs
No update
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Resolution Review 2010-20235
Resolution 05-2014-Archive
Resolution 01-2015-Archive
Resolution 01-2016-Archive
Resolution 02-2016-Archive
Resolution 01-2017- Archive
Resolution 02-2017- Archive
Resolution 03-2017- Archive
Resolution 01-2018-Stil} Current
Resolution 02-2018- Archive
Resolution 03-2018- Archive
Resolution 04-2018-Still Current

Office Computer/Tech Support

NW Technology said that they would only provide tech support for all 3 computers, not just one. Cheryl will do
more research on local companies. With the current war with Iran, American Waterworks Association and the EPA
have advised water and wastewater providers to be vigilant on cybersecurity issues.

Columbia Valley Parks & Recreation District Request to store equipment at the WWTP
Cheryl emailed the District’s attorney for a sample interlocal agreement for the commissioners to review.

Fine for 11 Flair Valley
RW/AA a motion was made and seconded to rescind the motion made at the February 24, 2026, meeting to levy a
$1,000.00 fine against the homeowner at 11 Flair Valley. Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution 03-2026 Water & Sewer Rate Increase
RC/AA a motion was made and seconded to approve raising the sewer base rate by 39 per month and the water
base rate by $3 per month on May 1, 2026, and reflected on the July 2026 statement. Motion carried 5-0.

Resolution 04-2026 Officer Duties & Responsibilities
The District’s attorney is reviewing the resolution. Tabled until April’s regular meeting.

Resolution 05-2026 Visa Cardholder Amendment
AA/RW a motion was made and seconded to approve removing former Water & Wastewater Services E mployees
from the Visa card account and replacing with current District employees. Motion carried 5-0.

New Customer Welcome Packet
Hannah and Cheryl created a new customer welcome packet to share District information. Cheryl will mail new
customers a packet and put it on the website.

BILLS PAYABLE

Claims Payment Request form dated 2/26/26 in the amount of 37,760.45 General Cash

Payroll dated 3/31/26 in the amount of $17,858.03

Claims Payment form dated 3/24/26 in the amount of $6,521.68 GFC Cash Account

Claims Payment form dated 3/24/26 in the amount of 56,501.34 General Cash

Excise Tax Request Form 1/26/26 in the amount of $1,554.86

RW/RC a motion was made and seconded to approve the above Bills Payable. Motion carried 5-0.
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FINANCIAL REPORTS

YTD Expenses — Review
February 2026 expenses were presented to the Board for review.

Treasurer’s Reports-Approval

AA/RW a motion was made and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report for February 2026. Motion carried
5-0.

Cash Position. Collection Report. Aged Receivables. and the Delinquent Account Report
February 2026 Cash position reports were presented to the Board for review.

February 2026 Collections Report was presented to the Board for review.
February 2026 Aged Receivables and Delinquent Account Reports were provided for review.

Petty Cash-Approval
AA/RW a motion was made and seconded to approve petty cash disbursements for March 2026. Motion carried
5-0.

WATER & WASTEWATER REPORT

District Operations Report
The February 2026 operations report was provided to the Board.

Consumption Report
The February 2026 consumption report was provided to the Board.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT REPORT

Meeting Log
The meeting log was presented to the Board.

CONCLUDE

There being no further business, Robert Vandenhaak concluded the meeting at 8:24 pm. These Minutes were
presented and approved at a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners on 4/28/2026.
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