WHATCOM COUNTY WATER DISTRICT NO. 13
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING APRIL 28, 2026

CALLTO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Commissioners of Whatcom County Water District 13 via Zoom and in-person at the East
Whatcom Regional Resource Center. Commissioners Anthony Au, Rebecca Cayen, Richard Whitson, and Robert
Vandenhaak were present in person. Commissiongr Daniel Vetkov had an excused absence. District employees Cheryl
Klessig and Hannah Palm were present in person. Gray & Osborne Engineers Roger Kuykendall and Jay Swift were
present via Zoom. 3 members of the public were present in person, and 3 members of the public were present via
Zoom. The meeting was called to order at 6:32 pm by President Robert Vandenhaak.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting March 24, 2026

AA/RC a motion was made and seconded to approve the regular meeting minutes from February 24, 2026. Motion
carried 4-0.

ENGINEERING BUSINESS

Sewer Rate Study Presentation-Sam Rodriguez from Rural Communities Assistance Corporation (RCAC)

The sewer rate study was completed by Sam Rodgriguez from RCAC as part of the Engineering Report/General
Sewer Plan and was funded by the Department of Ecology (DOE). The purpose of the sewer rate study is to provide
the true cost of providing wastewater services through analyzing the past 3 years of financial data and projecting
forward 5 years into the future. The study also looks at Asset Inventory/Management for future needs to set aside
reserves to replace aging infrastructure. Overall, the sewer rate study forecasts what the rates need to be to cover the
funding of capital replacement of sewer infrastructure, creating an emergency reserve fund, having adequate
operating reserves and adequate funds for debt servicing. Sam updated the sewer rate study from the previous
months, incorporating Commissioner questions from the March 24, 2026, meeting. Sam presented 4 different
scenarios, 2 at 2% growth rate and 2 at 4% growth rate. 2 scenarios had a large increase in 2027 and smaller
increases in 2028, 2029 and 2030, while the other 2 had a smaller, but steady, increase year over year. Each
scenario had its own sewer rate, but overall, the projected sewer rate would need to be between $150 and $170 to
provide adequate funding for capital projects and operations.

Lance Martin-Owner of Land that the Water Reservoirs are on
Tabled until May’s regular meeting,

Balfour Village Phases 3 & 4

Jaime White from Balfour Village said the County Health Department will not accept the will-serve letter the
District provided in January and requires a Developer Extension Agreement (DEA) to provide preliminary plat
approval. Roger estimates that at the current building rate of both Balfour Village and Red Mountain Estates, the
number of connections to the current wastewater treatment plant will be 545 in 2030. The big unknown at this time
is the funding of the new wastewater treatment plant. Roger said that lagoon systems are finicky, some months the
treatment is good and some months are not so good. While the District has not met its permit every month, the

- District has not violated its permit, which is exceeding the permit 2 months in a row. The District needs the funds
from the new homes to build up capital reserves and to add more ratepayers 1o keep the sewer rates as low as
possible. The District is in a financial hardship situation which does give the District an advantage in qualifying for
financial assistance, through grants and ioans with lower interest rates. Jamie said that the Whatcom County Health
Department would be comfortable with a Developer Extension Agreement for Balfour Village, even though the
District would not be able to provide all the connections needed for both Baifour Village and Red Mountain Estates’
next phases. Robert said that the District will call a special meeting in May to discuss the District’s options with the
District’s attorney.
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SCPPL Funding Update

Sue Cook, the financial manager for the DOE loan the District currently has, has left DOE. Dave Matthews, the
District’s permit manager, will be the financial manager going forward. Dave also put in a good word for the District
with the financial department at DOE, and let them know that District is ready to move into the design phase. No
funding for the design phase was received from the State Legislature through the appropriations requests to Senator
Shewmake and Representatives Rule and Timmons. The Federal Senate Appropriations Requests with Senators
Murray and Cantwell have not yet been forwarded to the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Engineer’s Report /GSP

Roger & Jay are still waiting for the response from DOE to the Draft Engineering Report & General Sewer Plan
submitted on January 29, 2026. Dave Matthews said he is still waiting for comments from another DOE engineer and
anticipates he will be reaching out to Roger and Jay soon. Roger and Jay will work with Cheryl to create the State
Environmental Policy Act and Environmental Information Document, a requirement of the planning phase of the new
wastewater treatment plant.

Critical Improvements Update

Summit added the missing guide rail to the effluent pump. It was discovered that the voltage parameters were set
too low and voltage fluctuations from Puget Sound Energy were causing the system to shut the pumps down. The
voltage parameters were reset, and no problems have been reported since then.

Lagoon A Issues
BAI Environment is still waiting to hear back from waste disposal firms before they can give the Operators a bid on
grit removal. No change from last month,

Small Water System Plan-Leak Detection

The Operators have been testing the blow offs in the cul-de-sacs. 5 of the 6 blow offs tested dropped pressure
within 5 seconds. This could be an indication of leaks, so leak detection would be helpful to determine if there are
leaks or not.

Multi-Family Housing/Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU)-Changes to the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan
Tabled with further discussion at next month’s meeting.

Reservoir Communication System

Eli got a quote from Correct Equipment for installation of the communications system for $3,372.80 and from
Valley Plumbing & Electric for $868.77 for the electrical work needed for the installation.

AA/RC a motion was made and seconded to approve the installation of a reserveir/'well communication system
from Correct Equipment in the amount of $3,372.80 and the electrical work needed from Valley Plumbing for
$868.77. Motion carried 4-0.

Influent Flow Meter

Hannah said that the influent and effluent flow meters are syncing up more closely and doesn’t feel that the influent
flow meter needs to be replaced at this time.

WaterSMART Funding Opportunity

This funding opportunity has re-opened again with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The grant provides
up to $125,000 for projects up to $250,000 with applications due on June 2, 2026. It does not appear that Eli and
Cheryl will not have the time to apply by the deadline and the Small Water System Plan would have to be amended
and then approved by the Department of Health and Whatcom County Council.. They will look this fall to see if
there is a funding opportunity in January 2027.
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Cross Connection Control & Backflow Assembly Tester Certifications

The District does not have a cross-connection control plan and that needs to be created by a cross-connection
control specialist. Hannah and Eli would like to get certified for both cross-connection control and backflow
assembly tester. Further discussion at next month’s meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

WASWD Monthly update
Robert, Richard, and Anthony attended the WASWD Spring Conference. All thought the Conference was good and
a valuable learning experience.

Red Mountain
No updates. Jack Hovenier attended the meeting on behalf of Red Mountain Estates,

Balfour Village
Jaime White and Brent Cowden from Balfour Village attended the meeting. Updates covered under Engineering

Business.

Water Valve Repairs
No update

Resolution 06-2026-Adopting an Updated Emplovee Handbook

The District’s attorney sent the final draft of the updated employee handbook. AA/RC a motion was made and
seconded to approve the adoption of the updated employee handbook as written by the District’s attorney af Inslee,
Best. Motion carried 4-0.

Resolution Review 2010-2025
Resolution 01-2019-Archive
Resolution 02-2019-Archive
Resolution 01-2020- Still Current
Resolution 02-2020- Still Current
Reselution 01-2021- Archive
Resolution 02-2022- Archive
Resolution 03-2022- Archive

Office Computer/Tech Support
Tabled until next month’s meeting.

Columbia Valley Parks & Recreation District Request to store equipment at the WWTP

Richard spoke with the District’s insurance company representative at the WASWD conference about the interlocal
agency agreement between the District and the Columbia Valley Parks & Recreation District (CVPRD). Cheryl will
email the District’s insurance agent a copy of the interlocal agency agreement from the District’s attorney. Carl
McDaniel, CVPRD Board Commissioner said their District was willing to self-insure. More discussion at next
month’s meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution 04-2026 Officer Duties & Responsibilities

RW/AA a motion was made and seconded to approve the updated Officer Duties & Responsibilities resolution.
Motion carried 4-0).
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Letter to Ratepayers about the Rate Increase
The Commissioners approved the letter that Cheryl wrote explaining the rate increase. She will include the letter in
the May billing statements and send via email to the ratepayers.

Special Meeting in May 2026
On either May 13 or May 20, 2026, there will be a special meeting with the attorney in executive session to discuss
Balfour Village’s request for a Developer Extension Agreement. Cheryl will email Roger to attend also.

BILLS PAYABLE

Claims Payment Request form dated 3/30/26 in the amount of $11,316.89 General Cash

Payroll dated 4/30/26 in the amount of $17,826.05

Claims Payment form dated 4/28/26 in the amount of $15,240.07 General Cash

Excise Tax Request Form 1/26/26 in the amount of $2,450.82

RW/RC a motion was made and seconded to approve the above Bills Payable. Motion carried 4-(.

FINANCIAL REPORTS

YTD Expenses — Review
March 2026 expenses were presented to the Board for review.

Treasurer’s Reports-Approval
RC/AA a motion was made and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report for March 2026. Motion carried 4-0.

Cash Position. Collection Report, Aged Receivables, and the Delinquent Account Report
March 2026 Cash position reports were presented to the Board for review.

March 2026 Collections Report was presented to the Board for review.
March 2026 Aged Receivables and Delinquent Account Reports were provided for review.

Petty Cash-Approval
AA/RW a motion was made and seconded to approve petty cash disbursements for April 2026, Motion carried 4-
0.

WATER & WASTEWATER REPORT

District Operations Report
The March 2026 operations report was provided to the Board.

Consumption Report
The March 2026 consumption report was provided to the Board.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT REPORT

Meeting Log
The meeting log was presented to the Board.
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CONCLUDE

There being no further business, Robert Vandenhaak concluded the meeting at 8:15 pm. These Minutes were

presented and approved at a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners on 5/26/2026.
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