WHATCOM COUNTY WATER DISTRICT NO. 13
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING MAY 26, 2026

CALLTO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Commissioners of Whatcom County Water District 13 via Zoom and in-person at the East
Whatcom Regional Resource Center. Commissioners Anthony Au, Richard Whitson, Daniel Vetkovand Robert
Vandenhaak were present in person. Commissioner Rebecca Cayen was present via. District employees Cheryl
Klessig, Eli GunHirsch, and Hannah Palm were present in person. Gray & Osborne Engineer Jay Swift was present
via Zoom. 1 member of the public was present in person, and 2 members of the public were present via Zoom. The
meeting was called to order at 6:31 pm by President Robert Vandenhaak.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting April 28, 2026

AA/RC a motion was made and seconded to approve the regular meeting minutes from April 28, 2026. Motion
carried 5-0.

ENGINEERING BUSINESS

Lance Martin-Owner of Land that the Water Reservaoirs are on

Lance wanted to touch base with the Board. The Operators said that they are maintaining the area around the
reservoirs and along the road. Lance said that between the gate and the reservoirs, there were 3 deep holes dug on
the side of the road, but the Operators hadn’t noticed them, and they were not dug by the District.

Balfour Village Phases 3 & 4
The District’s attorney will be in contact with the attorney for Balfour Village.

Balfour Village Irrigation Meters-No longer needed

Balfour Village is no longer irrigating and would like to close the two accounts. The meters will need to be
removed and the lines capped. Balfour Village will receive credit for the 2 GFCs paid toward future water meters
but will have to pay the difference between the past GFC charge and whatever the current GFC charge is.

SCPPL Funding Update
The final list should be released at the end of June 2026 for the funded projects.

Engineer’s Report /GSP

Roger & Jay are still waiting for the response from DOE to the Draft Engineering Report & General Sewer Plan
submitted on January 29, 2026. Roger and Jay worked with Cheryl to create the State Environmental Policy Act
(SEPA) checklist and Environmental Information Document (EID), a requirement of the planning phase of the new
wastewater treatment plant. On May 13, 2026, Cheryl posted the SEPA checklist and the EID outside the District
Office and on the website and mailed copies of both documents to the Columbia Valley Water District, Nooksack
Tribe and Lummi Nation. A legal notice of the EID will be posted in the May 15, 2026, issue. The public comment
period will end on May 27, 2026, at 4:00 pm. No comments have been received to date.

Critical Improvements Update
Roger & Jay are working on updating the Operations & Maintenance manual, which should be completed by the
end of June 2026.

Lagoon A Issues

BAI Environment is stiil waiting to hear back from waste disposal firms before they can give the Operators a bid on
grit removal. The Operators reached out to a lagoon operator on Lopez Island to troubleshoot issues. He suggested
that the biosolids removal needs to happen more frequently. The sharp increase in spring temperatures causes the
sludge to surface and water quality drops. It is probable that more frequent removal of sludge will improvement the
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treatment process. Lagoon 2 has 4 feet of sludge in it and should be removed. It is possible that the District could
take the biosolids to the LaConner treatment facility if Tjoelker Enterprises can’t accept it.

Small Water System Plan-Leak Detection

Hydrevo, LLC was recommended by a commissioner at Columbia Valley Water District as a reliable company.
AA/RC a motion was made and seconded to approve the bid from Hydrevo, LLC for $2,700.00 plus sales tax for
leak detection. Motion carried 5-0.

Multi-Family Housing/Accessory Dwelling Units {ADU)-Changes to the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan
Rebecca has some notes from a WASWD Conference she attended, and she will drop those off with Cheryl in the
office.

Reservoir Communication System
Equipment has been arriving from Correct Equipment. Once all the equipment is here, the instailation will be
scheduled.

Cross Connection Control & Backflow Assembly Tester Certifications

Hannah provided the Commissioners with a cost analysis per person for certifications for cross-connection control
$1,419.30), backflow assembly (4,535.00), and Level 2 wastewater operator (634.30). AA/RW a motion was made
and seconded to send one operator to the cross-connection control certification and both operators to the Level 2
wastewater operator certification for a total of $2,687.90. Motion carried 5-0.

Whatcom County Public Works Department Request for Water

Whatcom County Public Works Department sent an email requesting access to the District’s water in case of need
during public works projects in the area from a fire hydrant. A backflow preventer assembly would need to be
installed on the fire hydrant. The operators will follow up with Public Works and more discussion next month.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

WASWD Monthly update
No updates

Red Mountain
No updates. Jack Hovenier attended the meeting on behalf of Red Mountain Estates.

Balfour Village
No representative from Balfour Village attended the meeting. Updates covered under Engineering Business.

Water Valve Repairs

No update

Resolution Review 2010-2023

Resolution 01-2023-Active Resolution 07-2023-Archive
Resolution 02-2023-Archive Reseclution 08-2023-Archive
Resolution 03-2023- Active Resolution (09-2023-Active
Resolution 04-2020- Archive Resolution 01-2024-Archive
Resolution 05-2023- Active Resolution 02-2024-Update
Resolution 06-2023- Archive Resolution 03-2024-Archive
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Office Computer/Tech Support
Tabled until next month’s meeting.

Columbia Valley Parks & Recreation District Request to store equipment at the WWTP
Cheryl emailed the District’s insurance company a copy of the inter-local agreement template. Cheryl is waiting to
hear back from them.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion of the Monthly Meeting Time
The Commissioners agreed to keep the meeting time at 6:30 pm.

Leak Adjustment Credit Forms-261 Flair Valley & 222 Sprague Valley

Both customers received high-use door hangers and had leaking toilet tanks. Meters will be read at the beginning of
June to determine if usage has returned to normal usage. The Commissioners asked Cheryl to reach out to both
customers to see if they want to use their once-per-year credit for a small amount.

Funding
Anthony is wondering if it is possible for special purpose districts to levy special assessments for future capital
projects. Cheryl will check on MRSC and we will keep this on the agenda.

BILLS PAYABLE

Claims Payment Request form dated 4/30/26 in the amount of $8,362.53 General Cash

Payroll dated 4/30/26 in the amount of $17,515.60

Claims Payment form dated 5/26/26 in the amount of 312,726.92 General Cash

Claims Payment form dated 5/26/26 in the amount of $2,065.35 GFC Cash

Excise Tax Request Form 5/26/26 in the amount of $1,331.12

RW/AA a motion was made and seconded to approve the above Bills Payable in the consent agenda. Motion carried
5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS

YTD Expenses — Review
April 2026 expenses were presented to the Board for review.

Treasurer’s Reports-Approval
AA/RW a motion was made and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report for April 2026. Motion carried 5-0.

Cash Position, Collection Report, Aged Receivables. and the Delinquent Account Report
April 2026 Cash position reports were presented to the Board for review.

April 2026 Collections Report was presented to the Board for review.

April 2026 Aged Receivables and Delinquent Account Reports were provided for review.

Petty Cash-Approval
AA/RC a motion was made and seconded to approve petty cash disbursements for May 2026. Motion carried 5-0.
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WATER & WASTEWATER REPORT

District Operations Report
The April 2026 operations report was provided to the Board.

Consumption Report
The April 2026 consumption report was provided to the Board.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT REPORT

Meeting Log
The meeting log was presented to the Board.

CONCLUDE

There being no further business, Robert Vandenhaak concluded the meeting at 7:35 pm. These Minutes were
presented and approved at a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners on 6/23/2026.
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