WHATCOM COUNTY WATER DISTRICT NO. 13
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
SPECIAL MEETING MAY 13, 2026

CALL TO ORDER

A hybrid Special meeting was held May 13, 2026, via Zoom and in-person at the East Whatcom Regional Resource
Center. Commissioners present in person were Anthony Au, Richard Whitson, Daniel Vetkov, and Robert
Vandenhaak. Commissioner Rebecca Cayen was present via Zoom. Employee present was Cheryl Klessig. The
District’s attorney was present via Zoom. The meeting was called to order at 6:05 pm by Commissioner Richard
Whitson as President Robert Vandenhaak arrived at 6:10 pm.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RCW 42.30.110(1)(i))
President Robert Vandenhaak called an executive session to meet with legal counsel. The Executive Session will
end at 6:25 pm.

The Commissioners came out of Executive Session at 6:25 pm and President Robert Vandenhaak announced the
Executive Session would be extended until 6:45 pm.

The Commissioners came out of Executive Session at 6:45 pm and President Robert Vandenhaak announced the
Executive Session would be extended until 7:10 pm.

The Commissioners came out of Executive Session at 7:10 pm.

The District’s attorney will contact the developer of Red Mountain Estates to see if he is willing to relinquish some
of his sewer connections to Balfour Village. The District’s attorney will then reach out to Balfour Village’s attorney.
Cheryl will share contact information for both developers with the District’s attorney.

The District can waive the insurance requirement for the Columbia Valley Parks & Recreation District for the
interlocal agreement for tractor storage. Should the property of the District be damaged by the tractor, the District
could litigate the Columbia Valley Parks & Recreation District for damages.

The District’s attorney will create a payment agreement with the customer at 11 Flair Valley Drive for the damage
to the water main in January 2026. The attorney will include language that allows the District to file a lien on the
property in case of default on the payment agreement. Small Claims Court is limited to $5,000, but a favorable
Judgment would allow for attorney’s fees to be reimbursed under RCW 19.122. Therefore, a payment agreement is
the best option for the District to recoup the reimbursement for the money spent to repair the damage.

CONCLUDE

There being no further business Robert Vandenhaak concluded the meeting at 7:35 pm. These Minutes were presented
and approved at a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners on 6/23/2026.
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